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100 small country vessels stranded on the beach. The whole remain-
ing stock of rice in the warehouses washed away ! Famine raging,
and pestilence threatening ! For the ravages of Hyder had driven
thousands from the country to Madras, where already there had been
great suffering for want of food. Upwards of 1,000 corpses were
buried every week for several weeks, in large trenches outside the
Town. The Governor (Lord Macartney), used noble endeavours to
mitigate the calamity, and set an example by sending away all his
own horses and servants. Hyder was at Pondicherry, and the Ad-
miral's fleet gone ! Ships however came in laden with grain from
Bengal, Hyder Ali died in December, and the hopes of the English
revived.
The records of the Madras Observatory notice a heavy gale on the
27th October 1797. The Barometer did not fall below 29-465.
On the 4th December 1803, H. M. Ship Centurion, (of 50 guns,
bearing the Flag of Admiral Eainier), on her passage from Trinco-
malee to Madras, experienced a violent hurricane, which left her
with nothing standing, but the bowsprit; and had nearly proved her
destruction. The gale commenced about midnight; at 11 A. M. on
the 5th, the wind flew round in a violent gust to the southward, and
till 6 P. M. it was blowing a hurricane. H. M. Ship was so severely
strained that she had eight feet water in her fyold, and her upper deck
guns were obliged to be hove overboard. Jury masts were rigged, and
on the llth the Centurion anchored in the Madras Eoads. BL M. S.
Albatross was dismasted in the same storm, and put in at Kegapatam
to refit.
Madras suffered from another hurricane on the 10th December
1807. Fortunately there was only one vessel in the roads when the
storm commenced, and she put to sea. To show the effect of the storm
waves, it may be mentioned, from the testimony of an eye-witness,
(Capt.Biden, our respected Master Attendant) that the bottom of a ship,
of 800 tons supposed to have been burnt in the roads about ten years
before, (in 1797) was washed high and dry on the beach near Parry's
Office; the whole of her floor was perfect, with a large quantity of
her ballast, (pigs of iron kentledge.) The devastation along the
beach and in the town and suburbs of Madras was very great. It was
during this hurricane that there occurred an extraordinary rise of the
tide, which inundated the whole of Black Town.
Another most disastrous hurricane occurred OIL the 2d of May 1811.